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always be distinguished from the Faleon by the slenderness 
of its legs; and in this respect, as well as in the length of its 
toes, our Sparrow-Hawk approaches the Peregrine. 


XLII.. On a new Pheasant from the North-west Himalayas. 
By Capt. G. F. L. Marsuatt. 


PUCRASIA BIDDULPHI, sp. n. 

Male. Sides of the head and back of the neek dark metallic 
green, with a blue gloss towards the neck; forehead and 
crown green, turning into sandy brown; mesial erest sandy 
brown, with the lateral sincipital tufts black, tipped with 
green. Sides of the neek white; mantle black, some of the 
feathers edged with stone-grey, and some with sandy brown. 
Baek grey, each feather with a black streak down the centre ; 
upper tail-coverts and rump grey, each feather centred buff, 
with a dark brown margin to the buff on each side. Tail— 
central feathers reddish brown, mottled with black; the re- 
maining feathers deep brown, nearly blaek, mottled with 
chestnut on the outer web at the basal half, tipped with white, 
and narrowly edged with light brown. Throat and fore- 
neck greenish black. Centre of breast and abdomen deep 
chestnut, each feather narrowly margined with black ; sides 
of the breast grey, with a broad black central stripe and black 
shaft to eaeh feather ; flanks similar to the sides of the breast 
in general style, but the feathers are white-shafted, and the 
central stripe is much broader and has a brownish tinge 
instead of being pure black. 'Thigh-eoverts somewhat similar 
to the flanks, but paler, and with a white central streak in 
the brown. Under tail-coverts deep chestnut, with a broad 
white tip, and a black bar dividing the white tip from the 
chestnut. Seapularies and tertiaries brown, with yellowish- 
brown edgings, and a narrow central streak of raw sienna, 
pale-shafted. Wings—quills brown, broadly margined with 
sandy yellow ; the greater coverts grey, narrowly centred with 
black, and having the shafts tipped with white; the lesser 
coverts of the same type as the seapularies. 
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Female. Somewhat similar to the female of P. macrolopha, 
but with all the markings more strongly pronounced and of 
a generally darker hue. I have seen five specimens of the 
female of this species, but have none with me now, and J 
unfortunately omitted to take a detailed description at the 
time. In addition to the general description given above, 
the loeality in which my specimen was obtained will be suff- 
cient to fix the identity of the species; for the geographical 
distribution of this group of Pheasants is well marked. 

There are, including the species now deseribed, six kinds 
of “ Pucras” or “ Koctas ” Pheasants known, all of which 
inhabit the vast mountainous chain which extends across 
Asia from Afghanistan to near the Pacific Ocean in a more or 
less unbroken series of ranges. Each of these species has its 
own particular section of this tract, in which it occurs to the 
exclusion of the other species ; but to what extent the range of 
each species overlaps that of the next in geographical order 
is, as yet, very imperfectly known, and it is not improbable 
that hybrids may be met with between any two of the speeics 
on the borders of their respective ranges. It is also not im- 
possible that they may, after all, be mercly local races of 
the same species. The negative fact that no two different 
species have been found inhabiting the same locality, rather 
favours this view; while, on the other hand, the fact that, 
so far from a regular gradation of colour from west to east 
being perceptible, the form inhabiting Nepal has its nearest 
ally in the Kashmir form, and its next nearest in that 
from the extreme west, while the intervening form in Ku- 
maon is most widely distinct from it, raises a presumption 
strongly in favour of the specific distinctness of the various 
races. A parallel case to this curious distribution is found 
among the long-tailed blue Magpies (Urocissa), in which the 
Bhotan form (U. flavirostris) is identical with the Kashmir 
form, while a distinct species (U. occipitalis) is found in 
Kumaon and the intervening region, and where it occurs the 
Bhotan form is absent. 

The headquarters, so to speak, of the six known species, 
commencing from the west, are as follows :— 
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P. duvauceli, Northern Afghanistan and Kafiristan. 

P. biddulphi, Kashmir. 

P. macrolopha, Kangra to Kumaon. 

P. nipalensis, Nepal and Bhotan. 

P. xanthospila, Mantehuria and Western Clina. 

P. darwini, Province of Che-Kiang, China. 

P. biddulphi may be distinguished from P. duvauceli by 
the mantle, which is black edged with grey, instead of deep 
uniform chestnut; from P. macrolopha by the very broad 
black centrings to the feathers of the mantle and sides of the 
neek, and by the under tail-coverts and tail; and from P. 
nipalensis by the absence of the central chestnut stripe on the 
feathers of the mantle and sides of the neck. 

The subjoined table gives the principal points of distinction 
between the Himalayan species :— 


INGEN ea P. duvanceli. P, biddulphi. P. macrolopha. P, nipalensis. 

ibiti e Afgbanistan. Kashmir. Kumaon. Bhotan. 

Male, length of DLTI 8"75 Oe oi 85 
wing. 


Light mesial crest} to 4 shorter than/Equal in length to'About + shorter|About 3 shorter 
the dark sincipital) the dark sincipi-) than the dark sin-| than the dark sin 
tufts. tal tufts. cipital tufts. cipital tufts. 


MLC goonenoseoac Uniform chestnut. |Black, edged with Grey, with a nar-|Black, edged with 
grey, and tinged! row central black! rufous, witha nar- 
with rufous at} stripe on each fea-| row central stripe 
back of neck. ther. of rich rufous. 


Tanceolate fea-|Deep uniform |Black, broadly (Grey, with a nar-|Brownish black, 

thers at side of] chestnut. margined with | row central black) edged rufous, or 

neck, pure ashy grey. | stripe. whitish, with a 
narrow central 
stripe of rich 
chestnut. 


Under tail-coverts Chestvut, with a/Rich chestnut, with) Black, with a streak/Rich chestnut, with 
black line, fringed} abroad tipof pure) of —chestnut-red| an oval spot of 
with white, at} white, separated) down the tip and] white at tip. 
top. from the chestnut) a whitish fringe. 

by a black line. 


Meril  souoonononnoooe Margined and (Side feathers deep Marginedwithgrey|Inner web black, 
fringed with brown, couspicu-) and stained with) outer web and tip 
whitish at top. ously tipped with rufous at tip. chestnut, the tip 

pure white. fringed with whi- 


tish. 
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The new species, which is tolerably common in Kashmir, 
is named after the discoverer, Major John Biddulph, whose 
services to ornithological science are well known. 


XLIV.—Notes on a ‘ Catalogue of the Accipitres in the British 
Museum’ by R. Bowdler Sharpe (1874). By J. H. 
GURNEY. 

[Continued from p. 341.] 

My late friend Mr. G. R. Gray, in his ‘ Hand-list of Birds,’ 
included in his “ subfamily Milvine’”’* the genera Mache- 
rhamphus, Pernis, Henicopernis, Regerhinus, Cymindis (or, 
more properly, Leptodon), Aviceda, and Baza; but Professor 
Schlegel, in his ‘Muséum des Pays-Bas,’ associates the birds 
comprised in these genera in a distinct group under the name 
of “ Pernes,” in which he is followed by Mr. Ridgway t, 
who, however, includes amongst the Pernes the genus Æla- 
noides, ranked by Professor Schlegel amongst his “ Milvi.” 
My view on this point accords with that of Professor Schlegel ; 
and I have therefore to differ from that adopted by Mr. Sharpe, 
who does not admit either the Milvinz or the Pernine as dis- 
tinct subfamilies, but merges in his ‘subfamily Aquiline ” 
all the above-named genera, except Aviceda and Baza, which 
he unites under the latter name, and includes in his “ sub- 
family Falconinze.”’ 

The circumstance of Mr. Sharpe having placed the genus 
Leptodon in one subfamily, and Aviceda in another, whilst 
Mr. Ridgway (l. c.), speaking of Leptodon, says, “this sub- 
genus is so very similar to Aviceda, that there is considerable 
doubt as to the propriety of separating the two” (i.e. even 
generically), scems to me to be a notable instance of the 
different views sometimes taken of the same facts by the most 
competent naturalists, especially in the matter of scientific 
arrangement. 

All the Pernine genera consist of birds with relatively short 

* Vide ‘ Wand-list of Birds,’ vol. i. p. 24. 
+ Vide ‘Studies of American Falconidee,’ p. 152. 


